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Isabel Smith, Audley’s Malaysia Specialist, spent time

mixing business with pleasure when she visited the Tanjong Jara

Resort hideaway on the peninsula’s east coast.

Imust confess, until I stayed at the
Tanjong Jara Resort, I’d always
thought of many resort hotels as a

bit artificial, I’m delighted to say that I
no longer have this misconception.
The Tanjong Jara’s architecture is
based on the beautiful Istanas, ele-
gantly crafted wooden palaces of the
Malaysian sultans from the 17th
Century and the majority of the
woodcraft and soft furnishings are

produced locally. Sited in tropical
gardens blending into natural forest
and fronting a beautiful white sand
beach, describing the location as
serene would be something of an
understatement.

For those who haven’t tried it,
Malaysian cuisine is something of a
fusion between Indian, Thai and
Chinese and is one of my favourites.
On the first night I dined at the Di

Atas Sungei which has a gorgeous
setting on stilts over the river that
runs through the grounds, looking out
over the South China Sea. The meal
was as memorable for the wonderful
setting as much as for the delicious
rendang, spiced curried chicken with
coconut. The resort’s second restau-
rant, the Nelayan, overlooks the
beach and serves lighter, but equally
delicious, meals.

A Room
with a  

View
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I’m not really into spas and fitness
centres but I put my ‘travel profes-
sional’ hat on and inspected the
Tanjong Club which has a fully
equipped gymnasium and therapy
centre for massages, aromatherapy
and reflexology. I spoke to several
guests who had tried the spa out and
they were raving about it. For those
looking for watersports there’s kayak-
ing, windsurfing and diving all avail-
able on site plus, for golf enthusiasts,
there are three courses within a short
drive. Personally, the resort’s two
pools were quite enough for me.

After a couple of days on the
beach I got itchy feet and joined the
resort’s morning excursion, the
Pimpin River Safari. The Pimpin
winds its way through natural forest
and is home to otters, sea eagles,
giant monitor lizards and kingfishers.
The safari finishes at a local fishing
village which specialises in boat
building and I was fascinated to
watch them build beautiful traditional

boats using mainly hand tools. The
hotel offers a selection of excursions
for those who want to mix relaxation
with a little exploration.

I stayed in a delightful Bumbung
room which overlooks the tropical
gardens, there are also Serambi
rooms, which have their own terrace,
and Anjung rooms which have their
private garden overlooking the sea,
complete with sunken outdoor bath.
I looked at the three types of room
and they are all beautifully decorated
in wood and traditional fabrics.

I would recommend the Tanjong
Jara for those wanting a week away
to relax or to slot a few relaxing days
in at the end of a tour of Malaysia.
Many of Audley’s clients returning
from China with Malaysia Airlines
have also been stopping off for a few
days relaxation on their way home.

Will I be returning there? "No", I
want to try out the owner’s other
resort, the Pangkor Laut with its new
Spa Village, on the west coast!

PHOTOGRAPHY
COMPETITION

Win a 9-night luxury holiday to
Malaysia courtesy of the Tanjong Jara
Resort and Malaysia Airlines

Why not enter our photography
competition with the chance to win a
fabulous holiday to Malaysia. We’ve chosen
the theme of ‘Native Peoples’ and the
photograph should have been taken
outside of Europe. The winner will be
selected by our Managing Director, Craig
Burkinshaw, and will be published in the
next edition of Audley Traveller. We will
accept all photographic formats including
prints, slides and digital images. Please
forward your entries to Photography
Competition, Audley Travel, 6 Willows
Gate, Stratton Audley, Oxfordshire OX27
9AU enclosing a stamp addressed
envelope for the return of the photograph.
All photographs should be marked on the
mount, reverse or CD with the title plus
your name and postcode.

The prize
The prize is a holiday for two to

Malaysia including international flights
complements of Malaysia Airlines, the
only airline to operate daily non-stop
flights from the UK to Kuala Lumpur.
Malaysia Airlines boasts award winnning
cabin crew, state of the art facilities, a
superb array of international cuisine and
the unique and graceful Malaysian charm
and hospitality. The prize also includes
airport taxes, private transfers in
Malaysia, 2 nights at the JW Marriott hotel
in Kuala Lumpur based on two people
sharing a twin room, full day city tour of
Kuala Lumpur, return flights between
Kuala Lumpur and Kuala Terengganu for
the Tanjong Jara Resort, 5 nights at the
Tanjong Jara Resort based on two people
sharing a Bumbung room, breakfasts.
Items that you will have to budget for
include travel insurance, meals other
than breakfast and items of a personal
nature such as telephone calls and laundry.

The rules
1. Only one photograph can be submitted

by each entrant. 2. Audley Travel will take
good care of all photographs submitted but
cannot be held responsible for loss or
damage of photographs. 3. The competition
is not open to professional photographers and
employees of Malaysia Airlines, Tourism
Malaysia, YTL Hotels and Audley Travel are
excluded from entering. 4. The judge’s deci-
sion is final and no correspondence will be
entered in to. 5. The winner will be notified in
writing by Friday, November 22nd, 2002. 6. All
elements of the prize are subject to availability.
7. Entrants must be over the age of 18. 8. The
prize must be taken before the end of 2003
and excludes travel over and during public hol-
idays and July/August. 9. Winners are advised
to seek medical advice from their GP as to
required inoculations. 10. Winners must hold
UK or Eire passports which must be valid for at
least six months. 11. The competition prize is
not transferable, cannot be exchanged for cash
and no substitutions for the prize will be
allowed. 12. The promoters’ reserve the right to
withdraw the prize at any time or to change the
holiday itinerary subject to availability.

Kuala Lumpur and the Tanjong
Jara Resort

9-nights £995 per person (depar-
tures between 1st October and 9th
December 2002). £1,095 per person
(departures between 1st and 30th
September 2002)

Spend two days exploring the
vibrant city of Kuala Lumpur before
relaxing for six days at the Tanjong
Jara Resort.

Price includes: International
flights with Malaysia Airlines •
Airport taxes • Private transfers in

Malaysia • 2 nights at the JW Marriott
hotel in Kuala Lumpur based on two
people sharing a twin room • Return
flights between Kuala Lumpur and
Kuala Terengganu for the Tanjong
Jara Resort • 5 nights at the Tanjong
Jara Resort based on two people
sharing a Bumbung room •
Breakfasts • Full day city tour of
Kuala Lumpur.

Not included: Travel insurance
• Meals other than those stated
• Items of a personal nature such as
telephone calls and laundry.

Special Offer Exclusively for Audley Clients


