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We know what a difference a good guide can
make to your trip, so we always ensure that
the guides we use are the best available. One
of our favourites is Juan, who has guided
many Audley clients around Cuzco and
Machu Picchu in Peru. We asked him a few
questions about his many years in the job.

What first motivated you 
to become a guide?
When I was young, I travelled a lot in Peru with
my family, seeing a lot of its contrasting scenery,
wildlife, lakes, mountains and deserts, and of
course meeting people from its various regions.
This is a fantastic education for any child, and in
my case it gave me the inspiration to be a tour
guide and be able to show my wonderful country,
of which I am very proud, to visitors from all over
the world.

What's the most fascinating place 
in Peru to tour and why?
I was born in Cuzco and I cannot find anything
better than the four-day Inca trail to Machu
Picchu. The route allows you to experience the
flora and fauna of the Andes combined with the
heritage left by Incas. The adventure is made even
more rewarding due to the hard work, sweat and
maybe even tears that everyone endures in order to
reach the final reward, which is the spectacular
sacred city of the Incas, Machu Picchu.

What one place in the world would 
you love to be a guide to?
That’s a difficult one! I would have to choose
between two of my favourites, which are Egypt or
the Galapagos Islands. In Egypt, similar to Peru,
there are the ruins of an ancient civilization to
explore. I would love to see the pyramids and
compare them to Machu Picchu, whereas in the
Galapagos I would like to experience the wildlife
made famous by Charles Darwin.

What makes a good guide?
Anyone can learn facts and then repeat the same
thing a thousand times. But a good guide should
believe what they are saying, love what they are
visiting and have passion about the subject. In
Cuzco, I find this very easy because I love my
home town.

What’s the best type of client?
Anyone with a positive attitude and a desire to
learn. I guess most people who have booked to
travel to Peru are already interested in the country,
so that makes my job a lot easier.

Have you any interesting stories or
anecdotes from your experiences as 
a tour guide?
I once had a young man get all emotional at
Machu Picchu and he proposed marriage to his
girlfriend. I wonder if he regretted it later!

Thank you to the hundreds of people who
entered our train competition which we ran in
the Summer edition of Audley Traveller. We
asked you how far you would travel by train, in
kilometres, if you travelled from Tokyo to
Osaka (556 kilometres), from Turpan to
Kashgar (1,200 kilometres), from Cape Town
to Pretoria (1,600 kilometres) and finally, if
you travelled the length of the train lines of
The Ghan (2,977 kilometres) and The Indian
Pacific (4,377 kilometres).

The correct answer is 10,710 kilometres and
the winner of £150 Rohan clothing vouchers is
Mr. Barker of Herefordshire.

Ibn Battutah is the most famous of Muslim
travellers and his adventures rival those of
European explorers such as Marco Polo. He
initially started travelling in 1325 in order to
complete the pilgrimage to Mecca, but stayed
away from home for several years afterwards,
working as a judge and advisor to Muslim rulers.
In the 1990s a modern adventurer and Arabist,
Tim Mackintosh-Smith, set out to retrace Ibn

Battutah’s steps. His experiences are brought
together in his book Travels With a Tangerine.

The book follows a route from Tangier, Ibn
Battutah’s birthplace, to Constantinople, passing
through North Africa and Arabia, and combines
an investigation of Ibn Battutah’s account with
Mackintosh-Smith’s own reflections on the
modern countries and the various characters he
meets along the way. Many of the intricacies of
the Arabic language and Islam are explained,
making the book particularly interesting for the
amateur Arabist, but at the same time humorous
and accessible enough to keep the general reader
hooked.

Travels with a Tangerine will certainly inspire you
to travel to Morocco, Egypt, Syria and Oman but
it will take a hugely adventurous spirit to sample
all the culinary “delights” as tasted and vividly
described by Mackintosh-Smith!

In addition, a second volume, The Hall of a
Thousand Columns, has been published recently
and follows Ibn Battutah’s route into India.
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