
Niagara Falls

PERHAPS THE GREATEST NATURAL ICON of North

America, Niagara Falls attracts over 12 million visitors

each year. The Falls straddle the Canadian-American

border with viewpoints in the province of Ontario

and the state of New York offering very different

photo opportunities.

Water from four of the five Great Lakes thunders

over a precipitous rock edge, powering the world's

largest hydro-electric power plant and eroding the

Niagara Escarpment at a pace of one foot per year.

In winter the Falls look magical as they, and much of

the Niagara River, freeze, producing spectacular

effects, while on summer nights the adjacent

American Falls are illuminated by coloured lights. 

Almost as famous as the Falls themselves are the

daredevils who have tried to conquer them. In 1829,

Sam Patch jumped from a high tower into the

gorge below and survived. Then, in 1859, Jean

Francois “Blondin” Gravelet walked a tightrope across

the gorge whilst carrying his manager on his back.

Englishman Captain Matthew Webb, the first man to

swim the English Channel, drowned in 1883 after

unsuccessfully trying to swim the rapids downriver

from the Falls. And in 1901 a 63-year-old school

teacher, Annie Edson Taylor, was the first person to

go over the Falls in a barrel as a publicity stunt. She

survived, bleeding but virtually unharmed, and

emerged from the barrel exclaiming, "no one should

ever try that again." 

For modern day visitors there are plenty of ways to

enjoy this spectacular natural feature. One of the

most thrilling is to take the 'Journey Behind the

Falls', a walk along a tunnel to a viewing platform

behind the thundering waters of the main waterfall,

the mighty Horseshoe Falls. It's also worth taking a

boat trip to the foot of the Falls on the 'Maid of the

Mist' (a plastic poncho is provided to stop you

getting wet!) but if you want to go the whole nine

yards, a ten-minute helicopter flight offers the most

breathtaking views.
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ICON facts
★ The word Niagara comes from

an Iroquois word, onguiaahra,

meaning 'a thundering noise'.

★ The Falls are about 12,000 years

old, dating from the end of the

last Ice Age, and approximately

180 feet (57 metres) high.

★ Approximately six million cubic

feet (168,000 cubic metres) of

water falls every minute during

peak daytime hours (the flow of

water is regulated by the hydro-

electricity company).

★ In 1960, a seven-year-old boy

survived a descent over the Falls

after a boating accident.

FACTfile
A classic 13 day trip to Ontario

including Toronto, Niagara Falls,

Lake Huron and a stay in the

vicinity of Algonquin Provincial 

Park costs from £1,925 per person

including international flights,

airport taxes, accommodation 

and a hire car. For more information

please contact our Canada

specialists on 01993 838 700.

www.audleytravel.com/canada

WEBplus
Niagara Falls is one of our top ten

most impressive waterfalls. To find

out what the others are please visit

our website.

www.audley.co.uk/traveller/

winter2011
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